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The Virginia State Capitol in Richmond Virginia has been recently revamped 
with an extensive below grade visitor center and updated facilities in the 
historic wing.  

 

The choice to go underground preserved the historic nature of the early 
footprint designed by Thomas Jefferson. The historic wing of his design was  
completed in 1792 and two extension wings were completed in 1904. 

 

The new underground extension provided much needed space to inform, 
engage and provide hospitality to visitors from all over the world.  In addition, 
multi-purpose rooms provide more flexibility to accommodate legislative 
work. 



The Virginia Capitol, planned by Thomas Jefferson, was the first Roman 
classical temple style capitol.  Construction began in 1785 and was the first 

statehouse constructed after the Revolution.  This massive South portico has 
ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŦǊƻƴǘƛǎǇƛŜŎŜέ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦ 



The new underground visitor center entrance is placed so that all who 
approach the building see the grand view of the South Portico. The entrance is 

positioned near a busy street so that it is visible to pedestrians and drivers.  



Visitor center entrance details. 



All walkways on Capitol grounds have signage leading visitors to the visitor 
center entrance that leads them to galleries, a café, gift shop and  

meeting spaces that double as committee hearing rooms. 



Modern and classy entrance. 


